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 March Tri-Club Meeting Schedule 

The North Shore Deadeyes March Meeting 
 

T he March 2025 gathering will 
be held on the 5th day of the 

month.  The featured topic has not 
been determined yet, but Rick al-
ways comes up with winners.  The 
ZOOM invite will be sent out a few 
days before the meeting. 

 
 

The NRMS March Meeting 
 

F or March, the Nautical Re-
search and Model Ship Soci-

ety meeting will be a hybrid ses-
sion.  The face to face segment 
will be held at 237 S. Lincoln 
Street, Westmont, IL.  Kurt Van 

Dahm requests that those planning to attend in 
person let him know so seating accommodations 
can be made. 
   For those preferring to attend the virtual ver-
sion, an invite will be sent out a few days before 
the March 8th meeting.  Proceedings start at 7:00 
PM, but you will be able to log on as early 6:30 
PM. 
 
 

The MMS March Meeting 

T he Midwest Model Ship-
wrights March meeting is 

scheduled for Wednesday the 
19th.  This will be the last of three 
sessions virtual in nature. 
   This March presentation will 

deal with fabricating deadeye chain link assemblies. 
Do not confuse this topic with Deadeye Chain Plates, 
which are not as 
complex.  Invites 
will be sent out a 
day or two before 
the meeting.  Pro-
ceedings will com-
mence at 7:00 
p.m. but you can 
log on as early as 
6:30 pm. 

 

 

I t’s not too soon to be thinking 
about the next Wisconsin Mari-

time Museum Model Ships & Boats 
Contest.  It will take place May 16-
18, 2025, and the contest commit-
tee hopes you’ll join in!  The staff 
has been working hard to make 
this year’s event better than ever, 
with exciting new additions and improvements.   

   Registration is open now through May 1, 2025. Visit 
the museum’s website for full details, the event schedule, 
and local hotel room block information. 
 

S et sail on your next modeling project with 
the Ship Modeler’s Handbook, a must-

have special, 100-
page issue, from 
FineScale Modeler 

and the Nautical Research 
Guild.  This issue features 
two dozen stories and 100+ 
tips and tricks that cover all 
facets of ship modeling, in-
cluding wood and plastic 
techniques, and tools to help 
you perfect your craft.  You 
will gain access to a glossary 
of nautical terms and discov-
er valuable insights.  This 
special issue includes: A 
treasure trove of how-to advice from scale shipwrights 
Kurt Van Dahm and Steven Wheeler. 

• A fantastic story about building the battleship USS North 

Carolina (BB-55) by Bob Steinbrunn. 

• A step-by-step tutorial for making a base that looks like the 

wavy chop of the North Atlantic by Ron Neilson. 

• Detailing techniques by Chuck Bauer. 

• And much more!. 

Ship Modeler’s Handbook  

2025 Midwestern Model Ships & 
Boats Contest 
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Britannia  
by Gus Agustin 

Continued on Page 3 

Ships on Deck 
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Britannia  
by Gus Agustin 

Continued on Page 4 

Ships on Deck 
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Continued on Page 5 

Ships on Deck 
USS Constitution 

by Bob Frysztak 
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 Ships on Deck 
Lucia A. Simpson  

by Dan Pacholski 

Bulwarks are completed, and ringbolts have been added to 
the masts for the shrouds. 

Water scuppers have been added. 

Upper channels ready for staining and mounting 
 below bulwarks. 

Note stowed cargo below 
deck. 

Port quarter view.  Note the cabin curtains for privacy! 

Continued on Page 6 
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 Ships on Deck 

HMS Bellerophon  
by Alan O’Neill 

A lan has completed the assembly of his 28, 1:64 scale, 32 Pdr cannons for the gun 
deck of his HMS Bellerophon (1786). 

The carriages and the cannon barrels are 3D resin printed from models he created. 

The carriages received 3 coats of brushed on yellow ochre acrylic. The bolts and truck 
locking pins are painted black. The colour is as seen on images of the Bellerophon gun 
deck and also on the Victory. 

The barrels received multiple light spray coats of acrylic flat black. Then the raised de-
tails were dry brushed with a mixture of black and white to make a smoky grey. As these 
details were not very proud of the barrel surface it was difficult to keep it to the details but 
he found it muted the black barrel adequately to help reveal the details. 

The rings and eye bolts are 5mm (0.02 inch) copper wire blackened with a permanent 
marker. The rings were soft soldered and the eye bolt shanks were twisted. 

The quoin handles are Pau Marfim drawn to 0.057 inch diameter and left bare. 

The cap squares are blackened card stock curled at the hinged end, and the chain for 
the locking bolt is black thread. 

Continued on Page 7 
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to do the job in a manner that would reflect how 
these guns were actually rigged! 

   Another surprise involved the number of bulwark 
holes needed for the various pieces of hardware. To 
maintain a consistent height, Lorenzo designed a 
drill bit guide that worked well 

   Falling back on another building aid, Joe decided 
to fabricate a jig for 
the breech lines.  The 
red and black clips 
are quite handy for 
fine rigging work, and 
can be purchased at 
stores similar to Ra-
dio Shack. 

   A similar jig was 
made for the outhaul 
tackles.  The two slot-
ted peg standoffs 
were added to facili-
tate seizing the 
blocks to the tackles.  

   It was time to add 
the 48 hooks for the 
24 outhaul assem-
blies.  To save time, 
Joe purchased Syren 
3 mm eye hooks for 
the tackles.  Unfortu-
nately, there was an unforeseen problem lurking.  
Joe decided to test fit the hooks, which was an pru-
dent idea, because 
the hooks did not fit.  
Replacements were 
made using Crafty 
Sailor 3mm hooks. 

   The final problem 
became known when 
Joe realized that the 
outhaul block separa-
tion didn’t look right.  
Although not truly correct, Joe decided to remove 
the outhaul tackle hook at the bulwarks, thus provid-
ing more space.  He would also move the carriage 
away from the bulwarks a distance of 3mm.  It gave 
the assembly a more properly proportioned look. 

   Thanks, Joe for a very enlightening presentation. 

O ne of the unique aspects of our friend Joe Lo-
renzo, a member of the Model Shipwrights of 

Western New York, is his willingness to share aspects 
of our hobby that did not necessarily go well for him.  
This was the case with Joe’s talk on fabricating and 
rigging can-
nons. 
   The work 
he displayed 
was excel-
lent, and it 
was difficult 
to imagine 
that there 
were times 
when he 
“struggled.”  
The subject used for the talk was the 12 gun, HMS 
Cheerful, a 1:48 Syren Ship Model product.  Lorenzo 
admitted that he was a little naïve about the task.  After 
all, how hard could it be … especially the cannons? 
   It wasn’t long before he began encountering con-
founding factors.  They included: 
 
  Parts and steps 

  Sequence issues 

  Task monotony 

  Start/Stop engagement 

  A lack of experience 

  Parts problems 

He would eventually achieve his goal and be much 
wiser as a result. 

   As stated earlier, Cheerful 
required 12 cannons.  That 
equated to 146 parts being 
needed.  Necessity being the 
mother of invention, Joe built a 
jig to aid in carriage assembly.  
Other supporting efforts includ-
ed turned wheel square shafts (48 operations), and 
paired cannon wheels (24 oper-
ations).  It took five thin coats of 
paint to cover the carriages. 

   When it came time to actually 
rig the cannons, it was quite a 
revelation for Joe.  The 12 guns 
required 300 rigging elements  

 
Making & Rigging Cannons 

By Joe Lorenzo 
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CSS Shenandoah from Modeler’s Central 
Kit (KTMS1016)  Reviewed by Tom Wolf 
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 Another Confederate Privateer 

The Jefferson Davis  
by Dan Cicero 

 

F or the February Nautical Research and Model Ship Society meeting, Dan Cicero gave us another 

one of his excellent historical presentations, this time it involved the Confederate Privateer, Jef-

ferson Davis.  The more interesting aspect of the talk involved how the Northern courts dealt with the 

Confederates that were captured.  Did they have legal rights, or were they Pirates? 
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H ere is a list of 
banned com-

panies that have 
been pirating and 
duplicating kits, 
books, and plans 
from reputable 
manufacturers.  

Quite often these disreputable com-
panies offer their products at what ap-
pear to be reasonable prices, but 
these items are often poor in quality. 
Many of them do not have websites.  
They market their illegal products via 
the Internet on sites such as eBay. 
   If you are contemplating your next 
project, please check this list.  If you 
are not sure, discuss it with Kurt Van 
Dahm before you commit to a pur-
chase.  For easy reference, this infor-
mation will appear in all future issues 
of the Forecastle Report. 
   DryDock Models and Parts 
(Canada) sells for companies that 
pirate. 

● Tri-Club Anti-Piracy Policy ● 
CN ZHL 

CF RealTS 

shi hai Snail Model 

4H Model XinFeng 

Moxing Crown JD Model 

Microcosm JD Model  LHQK 

WN Huasong 

Jaocdoen Shi Cheng 

SC woodenkit (Russian MFG) 

DUJIAOSHOU YengFan 

LHQK Unicorn Model 

Master YQ (YaunQing) 

 Modelship Dockyard (China) 
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Chicago Tri-Club Association Officers & Staff 
 

NSD President - Rick Szydelko –szydelko@sbcglobal.net 

NSD Vice President—Kurt Van Dahm –modelshipyard237@gmail.com 

NSD Admiral Emeritus  - Richard Williams—shipdoc27@comcast.net 

NSD Treasurer - Ed Urbanczyk—turbaned@comcast.net 

NRMS President – Kurt Van Dahm – modelshipyard237@gmail.com 

NRMS Vice President - Dan Cicero—dan_cicero@sbcglobal.net 

NRMS Treasurer - Ed Urbanczyk—turbaned@comcast.net 

NRMS Secretary -  

MMS President - Bob Filipowski — logline2@gmail.com 

MMS Vice President. - Bob Frysztak — rfrysztak@luc.edu 

MMS Treasurer - Rick Szydelko — szydelko@sbcglobal.net 

MMS Club Photographer: - Robert Frysztak — rfrysztak@luc.edu 

MMS Web Master - John Pocius…jphydroplane@gmail.com 

          www.midwestmodelshipwrights.com 

● NRG Ship’s Store ● 


